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Reviewed by Patricia Prime

Garden of Bliss is S. L. Peeran's twelfth collection of poems. The book is sensitively
designed to complement the contents, and the cover illustration of a beautiful garden is
exquisite. The book also contains a paper on poetry in English by Indians read by
Gordon Hindley at the All India Poetry Festival, a Preface containing comments by
reviewers on Peeran's previous poetry collections, and a review of this collection by Dr.
N. P. Singh.

S. L. Peeran has been celebrated for his poetic imagery; his social, political and moral
alertness; his uncanny ability to make the ordinary extraordinary; and, not least, a
humour all his own. Gathering much of his material from the minutiae of Indian
philosophy, religion and culture, Peeran matches meditations on spiritual concerns and
the weight of history with a nimble wit, shifting to moments of clear vision and intense
poetic revelation.

The poems are mainly presented one or two per page, interspersed with several longer
poems, which adds positively to the experience of the reader and encourages perusal at
a thoughtful pace.

The first poem, "Greetings for dawn of twenty eleven," addresses aspects of the coming
year:

A year with endless dreams in our eyes to gleam.
Every day when blessings shine and beam.
Every second when joys are born.
Every moment when happiness dawns.

,

The lengthy title poem, "Garden of Bliss," contains a strong sense of preservation, the
desire to care for lovely things, and ends with the words:

All the gathered souls will sing praise.
Will witness the effulgence of the Lord.
All will think, see alike in Oneness.
All will become manifest and clear.

Wt'lile the lengthy poem, "The Blessed Prophet Mercy to the Humanity," concentrates on
thS creation of the world and the sayings of the Holy Prophet:
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Lord is hidden in the self of Man.
While the light of Mohammed is enshrined
In the glorious hearts of the believers.
Lord and His angels sent their blessings on Mohammad.

Peeran fights with words against the implications of kinship in "'!in Him, He in me'" and
the "daily solemn prayers" in "'Namaz'" invite us to a relationship with the Supreme
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Be-ing through prayer and good works:

"Namaz" the daily solemn prayers.
Recited day in and day out.
Is to break the violence of the mind.
To seek peace, solace for the soul.

Other poems, such as "Light or Mercy" and "Open Foe," delight us with their observation
of the human condition.

In "The endless journey" Peeran expresses mankind's torment in being caught up in the
vortex of changing times. He sees mankind being "tested" amidst the background of
"endless space," "The moving Moon," 'The pathology of various diseases" and "the
arrival of the computer age." The poem ends with these words:

Man is devil to himself.
Enemy of own self, of his neighbor.
Man a friend, a father, a guide, a saint.
Man an ever enigma, a paradox.

Describing a surprisingly modernistic landscape, where the old order fades, he writes in
"Our Paradise":

This is the ancient land

Where hides of goddess cow
Once holy, is now turned to leather.
The fine shinny shoes for convent schools.
The bones are crushed for gelatin.
To be mixed as an elixir in chocolate
Vitaminised drinks for strength.

In "Look Beyond," he expresses his sorrow at "forlorn memories" and the way in which
we cling to them. In the closing couplet, he says:

Enjoy changing seasons and lovely streams/.
Enthuse yourselves with charming dreams.
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Later, in "Long Tiring Journey," he writes, with acceptance, irony and remembrance of a
train journey, which also works as a metaphor for the poet's way of expressing his
feelings about the journey through life:

The out of breath steam engine
With several long bogies
Has at last reached puffing and jetting
The end of the wry station.
The initial journey was a joy.
Then exiting, then exhilarating,
Then tiring, hoping after hope,
That the rusting train comes to a stop.

The poem "'Aam Addmi'" focuses ironically on the "leisure and comfort I And cozy life,"
which have been replaced by mankind's greed and sloth: "Our peaceful, surroundings
now replaced I by motorized, mechanized life." "The best half' is a poem about the
poet's relationship to his wife: "One thing I found after three decades I Of marriage is
th~t it is impossible I To befriend and console your best half." After three decades of
companionship, the poet finds himself in the unhappy position of being in a loveless
relationship. While "Prayer for Compassion and Mercy" is a plea to the Lord for "that
patience, I That fortitude and calmness, steadfastness I Practiced by Prophet and his
followers. "

Following the poems are eleven quatrains, of which I quote my favourite:

" You have to journey the whole world
To know its vagaries and its mirth.
To know its slipperiness and its pitfall.
Only to realize, treasure lies below your own feet.

A section of sixteen haiku ends the volume: my favourite being:

Songs are in my heart
Let fingers move on the flute
Music makes me sing

In these heartfelt poems, Peeran's deep meditations and self-knowledge are evidence
of his ongoing spirituality and longing for peace and tranquility in the world. It is a
sOrberingcollection as we see the poet examining the contemporary scene, comparing it
with what has passed and seeking change in an imperfect world. While the poems in
Garden of Bliss are moving and compassionate, they do seek answers to problems that
beset us all in this ever-changing, disturbing world.
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