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 Abstract  

            This paper deals with Aesthetic, Social and Mythic consciousness in the poetry of 

Aurobindo Ghose and S.L.Peeran. This paper clarifies the fact that the contemporary poets too 

have the beauty and understanding for the poetry which could turn any stone to reach its height. 

Peeran has proved through his artistic beauty and knowledge of spiritual as well as social, 

aesthetic, mythic consciousness that poetry is not the only means of enjoyment but also a simple 

way to awareness. Aurobindo can be quoted to understand his spirituality, “… when the 

consciousness meets the supreme Reality or the spiritual reality of things and beings and has a 

contractual union with it, than the spark, the flash or the blaze of intimate truth perception is lit in 

its depths”  
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Aesthetic, social and mythic consciousness  

in the poetry of Aurobindo Ghose and S.L.Peeran. 

by Masrique Jahan 

Indian English poetry is remarkably well known when it comes in term of aesthetic, social and 

mythic consciousness as Indian history and culture is very rich in itself. Indian poets do not 

hesitate to search their theme in the lap of Indian myths. Pre-independent, post- independent as 

well as contemporary Indian poets are also well known devotes and saints, their poetry emerges 

from their heart, the heart which only knows way to God. 
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This chapter is a benign effort to bring a contemporary poet S. L. Peeran infornt of a well pioneer 

Sri Aurobindo Ghose dealing both the poets poetry on the basis of aesthetic, mythic and social 

consciousness. Before coming to the two poets let us know what we understand by aesthetic 

mythic and social consciousness. 

Aesthetic consciousness: aesthetic is traditionally regarded as a branch of philosophy 

concerned with the understanding of beauty and its manifestation in art and nature, nowadays it 

is also regarded as a phenomena of art and its place in human life, in other words it could also be 

said that aesthetic also involve the creator, the person experiencing and the art itself. Aesthetic 

consciousness generates from emotion, emotion is key to experience art in the way the artist 

intended his art to be perceived. A work of art, whether a painting, poem, play, etc, that has a 

dark and ominous tone seemingly inflicts an expression of an emotion upon the reader. Emotion 

is vital for any consciousness, without emotion one cannot feel the real intention behind any 

particular piece of work. When one talk about aesthetic consciousness, it mean he or she can 

understand the emotion behind any work of art as he has experienced it in the light of inert 

knowledge. 

Social consciousness: a poet can only be social if he could sacrifices his whole for sake of 

his people, his readers and for humanity. When the reader reads any poem of a particular poet 

and he understands the emotion or pain or joy in the content of the poetry of that poet then he 

could be called as socially aware. When a poets talk about some social issue like inequality, 

human harassment, poverty, corruption etc the tone of his poem speaks his feeling and pain he is 

going through. Sometime it could also be seen in some poetry that it not only highlight some of 
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the major issue which is engulfing our society but also show us with proper solution to follow, 

this relation and knowledge of a poet with his social surrounding makes him socially conscious. 

Mythic consciousness: Indian English writing is full myths, poets dealing with myths color 

their writings in a very careful manner as they very well aware of the facts that readers faith are 

emotionally connected with it. Poets’ associated with myths writing also need proper knowledge 

of literally speech to give  proper effect and judgment to their writings as his work acts like a 

bridge between  myths and the reader which will enhance reader’s knowledge about myth and 

correct them through his writings.     

  

 

Sri Aurobindo Ghose is a legend in Indian English writing, to compare Aurobindo with 

S.L.Peeran is not possible, this paper is only a benign effort to present the contemporary poets on 

a same pedal. 

Multi-faceted Literary Dexterity, Shri Aurobindo Ghose was a revolutionary, a thinker, a writer, 

a play-wright, a poet and above all a seer. As a writer, he was considered as the ‘first and the 

foremost' as a poet. He created a massive output of poetry stretched over by a period of about 

seventy years. 

Every hardship, every joy, every temptation is a challenge of the spirit that the human soul may 

prove itself. The great chain of necessity wherewith we are bound has divine significance and 

nothing happens which has not some service in working out the sublime destiny of the human 

soul. How could the world have attained its excellence if we has been denied the knowledge 

received through such benign soul.  



4 
 

As ‘a lovely, mystical lyric of great transparency.’ ‘Revelation’ has a visionary power. The poet 

experiences a spiritual illumination, as it were. For Aurobindo, nature very often becomes the 

abode of the heavenly spirit. Here also the poet envisions the presence of a spiritual creature 

amidst nature. 

 

 

My breath runs in a subtle rhythmic stream; 

It fills my members with a might divine: 

I have drunk the Infinite like a giant’s wine. 

Time is my drama or my pageant dream. 

Now are my illumined cells joy’s flaming scheme 

And changed my thrilled and branching nerves to fine 

Channels of rapture opal and hyaline 

For the influx of the Unknown and the Supreme. 

 

I am no more a vassal of flesh, 

A slave to Nature and her leaden rule; 

I am caught no more in the senses’ narrow mesh. 

My soul unhorizoned widens to measureless sight, 

My body is God’s happy living tool, 

My spirit a vast sun of deathless light
1 

 

Transformation is a mystical poem in which Aurobindo speaks as an illuminined soul. The 

speaker is no longer a man of flash and bone; he has been transformed into God’s happy tool.’ 

His very soul is lip up with the rapture and joy of being a part of the unknown and the supreme. 

The poem captures the process of transformation that a spiritually enlightened person experience. 

Aurobindo claims ‘Nature' as the abode of the heavenly spirit. In his poem Aurobindo elaborates 

behavior patterns and aptitudes, ideas and intentions and showed as the way of attaining purity of 

heart and sublimity of spirit. It was through the efforts of these God- moved souls that the 
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cultural attainments were refined and embellished, the link between man and God, the slave and 

the lord, was established. He establishes the spiritual existence with the connotation – ‘a check of 

frightened rose' and ‘heavenly rout' reflects Spiritual World. 

 

O Thou of whom I am the instrument, 

O secret Spirit and Nature housed in me, 

Let all my mortal being now be blent 

In Thy still glory of divinity. 

 

I have given my mind to be dug Thy channel mind, 

I have offered up my will to be Thy will : 

Let nothing of myself be left behind 

In our union mystic and unutterable. 

 

My heart shall throb with the world-beats of Thy 1ove; 

My body become Thy engine for earth-use; 

In my nerves and veins Thy rapture's streams shall move ; 

My thoughts shall be hounds of Light for Thy power to loose. 

 

Keep only my soul to adore eternally 

And meet Thee in each form and soul of Thee.
2 

 

S. L. Peeran is an important figure in the contemporary Indian English Poetry, is a bilingual poet, 

writing both in English and Urdu. Although a late bloomer, who started writing poetry at the age 

of 48, yet has surprised the poetry world during the last ten years by presenting more than ten 

noteworthy volumes of poetry: In Golden Times (2000), In Golden Moments(2002), A Search 

From Within(2002), A Ray of Light(2002), In Silient Moment(2002), A Call From 

Unknown(2003), New Frontiers(2005), Fountains of Hopes(2006), In Rare Moments(2007), and 

The Sacred Moments(2008). Glittering love(2008), Garden of Bliss(2010), Eternal Quest(2012) 
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Peeran like Aurobindo Ghose depict on the fact that being on earth is no pleasurable experience. 

As Aurobindo discard earthly pleasure and says human body is a material one and it is the spirit 

that adds divinity to the same. 

 

 

He who would bring the heavens here 

Must descend himself into clay 

And the burden of earthly nature bear 

And tread the dolorous way.
3 

 

 

Likewise Peeran also in his poem “My Poem on Total Surrender” depict that the moment of 

being in the Divine Presence is the most joyous moment. It is the merger and union. This is what 

the Sufi yearns for. He wishes to be always in the company of Beloved in that Eternal Bliss and 

Supreme Love, which fills the Consciousness with Divinity, with Supreme Satisfaction and 

enlightenment. He loses his personal identity and attains Moksha in his own life by breaking the 

law of karma or rebirth. When light down there is enlightenment, the darkness disappears. The 

light eats away the darkness. There is glory and the fragrance spreads all over. Hence, the joy of 

the union and merger destroys the past regrets and future fears. A Sufi feels that his being is 

enveloped with his Lord’s compassion. He feels that each particle of his body is his Lord’s 

creation. He feels that his consciousness is merged with his Master’s and the Master’s 

consciousness dwells in him serenely and life glows in him sweetly and calmly. Songs flow from 

his lips in the pleasure of his Master’s love, which the Master showers on him eternally. A Sufi is 

totally a surrendered being. 
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 I love Him, Respect Him and honor Him; 

Each breath of mine is spent in His service 

Day and night, merge and I slave forever 

Out of dedication and love of labor 

Neither vagaries of weather, ill health 

Nor desires, nor slumber can deter me 

With deep devotion, I burn the candle 

Of my life at His feet in total, surrender 

I have no complaints, demands, compulsions 

No grievances, grief or pain 

Undoubtedly, I am captured by Him; 

I am now left with no will of my own. 

My Master’s service is my main motto 

I wish I were a dog to befriend him.
4 

  

  

 

 

S. L. Peeran also chose his subject from Quran to make the reader aware of the truth that there is 

nothing but only path of truth which will lead them to Almighty god, his poem “Lord Ever 

Merciful and Beneficent” is  a perfect example of this; 

A command received by Adam and Eve, 

Directly from the Lord Almighty 

In the presence of archangels 

Who protested creation of man from clay. 

For they felt, they were part of the light 

And fire, that could destroy man. 

Lord Almighty taught Adam, His Names 

And tested him, in presence of Angels, 

Who were ever in obedient attendance. 

Dumbfounded, they prostrated, seeking pardon. 

Lo, their leader, Archangel, protested, 

Defiant, out of jealousy, pride and pelf. 

Refused to yield, cringe, cower before Adam. 

On the pretext of his superiority and knowledge 

On the premise that Adam’s race would create 

Dissensions, destructions, bloodshed and sins. 

An angel is pure, in total submission, to Lord 
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Should he bow before impure men of clay? 

Thus Satan was  banished, from Lord’s Grace. 

To ever remain as  an arch enemy of man. 

To tempt, lure, lead him to commit sin, 

To indulge in sinful, mirth, joy and pleasure. 

To make man to hate man for destruction. 

To covet the neighbor’s wife and to steal. 

To commit heinous acts, to be shunned. 

Neither pity nor mercy shall befall such men. 

Thunder, lightning, storms and pestilence 

Should ever pester them to shameless death. 

To hell, they would be thrown by Lord’s wrath 

This to punish, for befriending, Lord’s adversary, the villain 

Who is a confirmed enemy of man. 

The Lord, the Merciful and the Beneficent 

Though has granted a decree and license 

To Satan, to destroy, His creation. 

To mislead humanity and lead them to cross roads. 

But save those, who are in submission 

In humility, serving humanity with sacrifice, 

With love, devotion, serve their brethren 

To save men from disarray and wrong paths, 

Such shall receive Lord’s Grace, Mercy, 

For Ever His door is open to receive them.
5
 

 

Another poem “Peace within” of Peeran speaks about peace, which could only be achieved after 

several turmoil but once it is achieved  

 

One has to undergo severe 

Mental and physical sufferings 

Agony and turmoil’s in life 

Before arriving at the Truth 

A testing time, a period 

Of severe anguish and pain. 

 

On arriving at the Truth 

You reach the stream 

Of fresh, soothing waters 

To quench the thirst 

To gain moments of  
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Ecstasy, joy and Supreme – 

Bliss, to bring peace within 

And enlighten the dark soul.
6 

 

Aurobindo has been represented as saga and philosopher who has plunged the secret of nature 

beyond the ken of perception and changed the concept of things and material.Aurobindo uses 

combination of abstract and concrete terms to invest the images with more abstract meaning 

without becoming overly abstract. 

 Peeran’s poetry emerges from his heart, as poetry emanating from mind steeps in faith can 

sometimes be effective and enlightening and a restorer of truth and justice, but history of the 

world, however, been ample proof of the unprofitableness of such poets. 

 

It could be said about Sri Aurobindo and S.L.Peeran that if one is a model of endurance, the 

other is a emblems of selflessness, sacrifice, fervor for truth and oneness of God, submission to 

the will of lord, chastity and piety. In short, each of them is a lighthouse of guidance showing the 

path of exalted behavior in one or the other walk of life. 
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